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Our Mission

Quaestus is a student-led journal 
presenting ideas about Liberty, Faith, and 
Economics from a Christian perspective in 

�R�U�G�H�U���W�R���S�U�R�P�R�W�H���K�X�P�D�Q���Á�R�X�U�L�V�K�L�Q�J��

Our Vision

We aim to inspire the next generation 
of Christian thought and leaders by 
addressing global issues with sound 

�P�R�U�D�O���D�Q�G���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V��
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So... What is Quaestus?
A Letter from the Editor

	 The following periodical includes transcriptions from the 2023 Liberty, Faith, and Economics 
�/�)�(�����6�X�P�P�L�W���D�W���&�R�Q�F�R�U�G�L��:�L�V�F�R�Q�V�L�Q���7�K�L�V���H�Y�H�Q�W���L�V���U�X�Q���E�\���W�K�H���&�R�Q�F�R�U�G�L�-
ciation with the Acton Institute, an American think tank which focuses on religion and liberty. The summit 
�L�V���K�H�O�G���D�Q�Q�X�D�O�O�\���D�Q�G���K�D�V���G�U�D�Z�Q���Q�X�P�H�U�R�X�V���K�L��¶�V���N�H�\�Q�R�W�H�����6�F�R�W�W���:�D�O�N-
er. The focus of this year’s LFE summit was the compatibility of Christianity and capitalism. A second 
periodical will be published in the spring including student and faculty articles related to this topic.

	 Quaestus (Kway-stus) is a group for students who want to get people talking on important topics. 
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�O�L�J�K�W�����K�L�V���D�S�S�U�R�D�F�K���W�R���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�V���R�U��
politics was always one of a theologian, returning 
to what Scripture has to teach us about these 
�W�K�L�Q�J�V�����'�U�����/�D�Q�H���W�K�H�Q���P�R�Y�H�G���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���V�S�H�F�L�¿�F�V���R�I��
Martin Luther’s writing where it touched upon 
�W�K�H�V�H���P�D�W�W�H�U�V�����+�H���¿�U�V�W���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�H�G���/�X�W�K�H�U�¶�V���H�D�U�O�\��
�Z�R�U�N�V�����Z�K�H�U�H�L�Q���K�H���F�U�L�W�L�T�X�H�V���K�D�U�V�K�O�\���W�K�R�V�H���Z�K�R��
would engage in price gouging or hefty control of 
�W�K�H���P�D�U�N�H�W�V�����(�Y�H�Q���W�K�R�X�J�K���V�R�P�H���K�D�Y�H���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H�W�H�G��
that Luther held a disdain for loaning money and 
�R�Z�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S���R�I���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O�O�\�����W�K�L�V���Z�D�V��
�V�L�P�S�O�\���Q�R�W���W�K�H���F�D�V�H�����'�U�����/�D�Q�H���Q�R�W�H�G�����³�/�X�W�K�H�U���Q�H�Y�H�U��
�E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���W�K�R�V�H���W�K�L�Q�J�V�����+�H���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�G���W�K�D�W���Q�R���P�D�W�W�H�U��
where you are in a social structure or system, you 
�F�D�Q���V�W�L�O�O���E�H���V�L�Q�I�X�O�����D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���\�R�X���F�D�Q���D�O�V�R���V�H�U�Y�H���\�R�X�U��



8

of wealth. Socialists respond to such problems 
with their idea of re-allocating the wealth and 
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�K�R�Z���F�D�Q���,���U�H�F�R�Q�F�L�O�H���W�K�H�V�H���R�S�S�R�V�L�Q�J���Y�L�H�Z�V�"���'�U����
Ferguson suggested that when the Bible condemns 
riches and wealth, they are often connected with 
deception, oppression, and exploitation; when the 
Bible treats these things kindly, they are associated 
�Z�L�W�K���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\�����6�K�H���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�G�����V�D�\�L�Q�J�����³�6�R����
there are two ways to gain wealth. I can just 
�H�[�W�U�D�F�W���L�W�����,���F�D�Q���W�D�N�H���L�W���I�U�R�P���\�R�X�����D�Q�G���Q�R�Z���,�¶�Y�H��
�J�R�W���V�R�P�H���D�Q�G���\�R�X�¶�Y�H���J�R�W���O�H�V�V�����2�U���,���F�D�Q���F�R�P�H���X�S��
�Z�L�W�K���V�R�P�H���F�O�H�Y�H�U���Q�H�Z���Z�D�\���W�R���G�R���W�K�L�Q�J�V���V�X�F�K���W�K�D�W��
we can make more of/Lanlj5A00030g 1pneedn, and 

�W�K�H�Q���,���J�H�G�����R�U�H�����D�Q�G���\�R�X���J�H�G�����R�U�H���A���¥�R�G�e�V��� `� �P�ð�0 parese troughf/Landifrfhernt teacthingsabyout wealth. 
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	 �'�U�����:�D�W�W�V�����³�)�D�O�O���E�D�F�N���R�Q���\�R�X�U���Y�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q����
�:�K�D�W���L�V���W�K�H���S�X�U�S�R�V�H���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�L�H�V�"���,�V���L�W���W�R��
�V�H�U�Y�H���W�K�H���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�"���,�W���L�V���S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���J�R�R�G���´���'�U�����:�D�W�W�V��
then addressed the issue of transhumanism, “In 
�U�H�J�D�U�G���W�R���W�U�D�Q�V�K�X�P�D�Q�L�V�P�����W�U�D�Q�V�K�X�P�D�Q�L�V�P���V�H�U�Y�H�V��
�\�R�X�U���R�Z�Q���Y�D�Q�L�W�\�����Q�R�W���\�R�X�U���Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�U�����,�I���W�K�H���S�X�U�S�R�V�H��
�L�V���Y�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���±���W�K�H�U�H���L�V���V�R�P�H���J�R�R�G�����,�I���\�R�X���D�U�H��
�S�X�W�W�L�Q�J���\�R�X�U�V�H�O�I���D�E�R�Y�H���*�R�G�����W�K�D�W���L�V���L�G�R�O�D�W�U�\���´��

	 Dr. Lane: “The temptation is that the state 
�Z�L�O�O���V�R�O�Y�H���W�K�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P���´���'�U�����/�D�Q�H���Z�D�U�Q�H�G���W�K�D�W��
if you hand the reins to a few people within the 
state, someone in the state has to become a moral 
agent operating within the economic system. 
�,�Q���D���À�R�X�U�L�V�K�L�Q�J���V�R�F�L�H�W�\�����\�R�X���Z�R�Q�¶�W���D�O�Z�D�\�V���K�D�Y�H��
�&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q�V���L�Q���H�Y�H�U�\���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���S�R�Z�H�U�����E�X�W���³�\�R�X��
�F�D�Q���K�D�Y�H���Y�L�U�W�X�H���W�K�D�W���L�V���W�D�X�J�K�W���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���D���V�R�F�L�H�W�\���W�K�D�W��
�K�H�O�S�V���L�W���À�R�X�U�L�V�K���´��

	 Dr. Ferguson closed out the discussion 
�D�Q�G���S�X�W���W�K�H���V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�¿�F���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���L�Q���W�K�H���:�H�V�W���L�Q��

stgusoof Copea,tateplaces whereon creoe tnotpeople within the 
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�H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���V�\�V�W�H�P���´���)�H�U�J�X�V�R�Q���E�H�J�D�Q���W�K�H���W�K�U�H�D�G���R�I��
her response by explaining the new historians of 
capitalism and misconceptions about the role of 
�S�U�R�¿�W�����³�7�K�H�U�H���L�V�«���D���V�S�O�L�W���>�E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q�@���V�R�P�H���S�H�R�S�O�H��
in academic history and some people in economics 
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�L�V�W�«���,�Q���R�Q�H���R�I���K�L�V���E�R�R�N�V�����K�H���V�D�\�V�����µ�U�D�F�L�V�P���D�Q�G��
�F�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�V�P���Z�H�U�H���E�R�U�Q���W�Z�L�Q�V���¶���«���,�Q���R�W�K�H�U���Z�R�U�G�V����
they go together, so when you see claims like that, 
�L�W���V�X�U�H���O�R�R�N�V���O�L�N�H���Q�R�Z���\�R�X�¶�Y�H���J�R�W���D�Q���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���V�\�V-
�W�H�P���W�K�D�W�¶�V���J�R�W���D���O�R�W���R�I���L�Q�M�X�V�W�L�F�H���D�Q�G���R�S�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�«��
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�W�R���P�\���R�Z�Q���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�����D�Q�G���W�R���W�K�H�L�U���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q�«���0�\��
�J�U�D�Q�G�I�D�W�K�H�U�����)�H�O�L�[���'�H�V�N�R�Y�L�F�����K�L�V���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���F�D�P�H��
�K�H�U�H���L�Q���W�K�H���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H�������W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�«���0�\��
grandfather got an education in this country up to 
�W�K�H���V�L�[�W�K���J�U�D�G�H�«���+�H�U�H�¶�V���Z�K�D�W���W�K�H�V�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���P�D�N�L�Q�J��
this argument would say about my grandfather: 
�W�K�D�W���K�H���Z�D�V�Q�¶�W���Y�H�U�\���H�G�X�F�D�W�H�G�«���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\��
know better about how to make decisions than he 
�G�L�G�«���>�:�L�W�K���D�@���V�L�[�W�K���J�U�D�G�H���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����«���K�H���V�W�D�U�W�H�G��
�Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���Z�K�H�Q���K�H���Z�D�V�Q�¶�W���H�Y�H�Q���D���W�H�H�Q�D�J�H�U�«���+�H��
had to support the family, but he also was able to 
support himself before he was twenty years old. 
�,�Q���W�K�H�«���5�R�D�U�L�Q�J���7�Z�H�Q�W�L�H�V�����K�H���Z�D�V���Q�R�W���U�R�D�U�L�Q�J����
�K�H���Z�D�V���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J�«���+�H���Z�R�X�O�G���Z�R�U�N���¿�Y�H���G�D�\�V���D��
week. He would take the money that he made 
that week, [and] he was good enough at math to 
�G�L�Y�L�G�H���L�W���X�S���¿�Y�H���W�L�P�H�V���>�L�Q�W�R�@���¿�Y�H���H�T�X�D�O���S�L�O�H�V�������+�H��
�Z�R�X�O�G���W�D�N�H���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�R�V�H���S�L�O�H�V���D�Q�G���G�L�Y�L�G�H���L�W���L�Q���K�D�O�I����
half would go to the church. He would take the 
�R�W�K�H�U���K�D�O�I���R�I���W�K�D�W���D�Q�G���S�X�W���L�W���L�Q���W�K�H���E�D�Q�N�«���7�K�H�Q��
�K�H���K�D�G���W�R���O�H�D�U�Q�«���K�R�Z���W�R���O�L�Y�H���R�Q���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���I�R�X�U��
parts. Now, of course he had expenses; [he needed 
�P�R�Q�H�\���W�R�@���W�R���H�D�W�����W�R���K�D�Y�H���D���S�O�D�F�H���W�R���O�L�Y�H�����>�W�R���E�X�\�@��
�F�O�R�W�K�H�V�����>�D�Q�G���W�R���S�D�\�@���I�R�U���W�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U�W�D�W�L�R�Q���>�D�Q�G�@�«��
�D�O�O���W�K�H���G�D�L�O�\���Q�H�F�H�V�V�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q���O�L�I�H�«���$�W���W�K�H���H�Q�G���R�I���W�K�H��
���������V���W�K�H�\���K�D�G�«���W�K�H���V�W�R�F�N���P�D�U�N�H�W���F�U�D�V�K���D�Q�G���W�K�H��
�*�U�H�D�W���'�H�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�����E�X�W���K�H���N�H�S�W���X�S���W�K�L�V���S�D�W�W�H�U�Q�«��
�>�(�Y�H�Q�W�X�D�O�O�\���@���W�K�H�\���K�D�G���D���K�D�O�I���R�I�I���V�D�O�H���R�Q���K�R�X�V�H�V����
�D�Q�G���V�R���K�H���E�R�X�J�K�W�«���D�Q���D�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���R�Q��
�3�D�U�Q�H�O�O���$�Y�H�Q�X�H���D�Q�G���O�L�Y�H�G���L�Q���W�K�D�W���K�R�X�V�H���I�R�U���V�L�[�W�\��
�\�H�D�U�V�����+�H���K�D�G���V�D�Y�H�G���P�R�Q�H�\�����D�Q�G���W�K�L�V���K�R�X�V�H���K�D�G��
�E�H�H�Q���U�H�S�R�V�V�H�V�V�H�G�����+�H���E�R�X�J�K�W���L�W���D�W���D�«���U�H�D�O�O�\���O�R�Z��
�S�U�L�F�H�����«���D�Q�G���L�W���Z�D�V���D���W�Z�R���À�D�W�����7�K�H�\���O�L�Y�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H��
top apartment; that’s where my mother was raised. 
�+�H���U�H�Q�W�H�G���R�X�W���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���O�H�Y�H�O���O�D�W�H�U�����+�H���U�H�G�L�G���W�K�H��
basement, and he rented that. So, my grandfather 
�Z�D�V���D���F�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�V�W�«���+�H���J�R�W���D���M�R�E���D�V���D���E�D�U�E�H�U����
�D�Q�G���W�K�H�Q���K�H���E�R�X�J�K�W���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�����«�)�H�O�L�[�¶�V��
�%�D�U�E�H�U�V�K�R�S�«���)�R�U���V�L�[�W�\���\�H�D�U�V�����K�H���R�Z�Q�H�G���W�K�D�W��
�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�«�´

	 �%�H�D�E�R�X�W���Z�H�Q�W���R�Q���W�R���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H���W�K�H���J�L�Y�L�Q�J��
�Q�D�W�X�U�H���R�I���K�L�V���J�U�D�Q�G�I�D�W�K�H�U�����³�:�K�H�Q���K�H���>�Z�D�V�@���¿�Y�H��
years old, [my grandparents] took my brother 
�R�Q���Y�D�F�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�P�����7�K�H�\���Z�H�Q�W���W�R���)�O�R�U�L�G�D����
�:�K�H�Q���,���Z�D�V���¿�Y�H�����Z�H���Z�H�Q�W���W�R���)�O�R�U�L�G�D�����>�D�Q�G���I�R�U�@��
�P�\���V�L�V�W�H�U�V�����>�L�W���Z�D�V�@���W�K�H���V�D�P�H�����:�K�H�Q���,���Z�D�V���W�Z�H�O�Y�H��

	 We’re in this time where some of the 
�F�O�D�L�P�V���D�U�H�«���>�W�K�D�W�@���L�W���Z�R�X�O�G���W�D�N�H�����������\�H�D�U�V���W�R��
�U�H�S�O�H�Q�L�V�K���K�R�Z���P�X�F�K���Z�H���F�R�Q�V�X�P�H���H�Y�H�U�\���\�H�D�U����
so we’re in this sort of death spiral where we’re 
�G�H�V�W�U�R�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�����1�R�Z���Z�K�D�W���V�K�R�X�O�G��
�Z�H���G�R���L�Q���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���W�R���W�K�D�W�"���«���7�K�H�U�H�¶�V���W�K�H���V�L�P�S�O�H��
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	 �³�1�R�Z�����W�X�U�Q�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�L�V���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q���R�I��
�G�H�J�U�D�G�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���H�Q�Y�L�U�R�Q�P�H�Q�W�����L�W���L�V���D���V�H�U�L�R�X�V��
�S�U�R�E�O�H�P�«���:�H���Q�H�H�G���W�R���W�D�N�H���V�H�U�L�R�X�V�O�\���K�R�Z���Z�H�«��
�F�D�U�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���H�D�U�W�K�«���7�K�H�\���W�X�U�Q���W�R���S�H�R�S�O�H���O�L�N�H���P�\��
�J�U�D�Q�G�I�D�W�K�H�U�����D�Q�G���>�W�K�H�\�@���W�U�\���W�R���S�O�D�\���R�Q���K�L�V���H�Q�Y�\���D�Q�G��
say, ‘Look at the one percent, look how much they 
�K�D�Y�H�����O�R�R�N���D�W���W�K�H���W�R�S���W�H�Q���S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���¶���0�\���J�U�D�Q�G�I�D�W�K�H�U��
�Z�D�V���Q�H�Y�H�U���L�Q���K�L�V���O�L�I�H���D�Q�\�Z�K�H�U�H���F�O�R�V�H���W�R���W�K�H���W�R�S���R�Q�H��
percent or the top ten percent... There are people 
�W�K�D�W���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���S�O�D�\���R�Q���W�K�H���H�Q�Y�\���D�Q�G���D�F�T�X�L�V�L�W�L�Y�H�Q�H�V�V��
of people, and then [they] encourage them to be 
�G�L�V�U�X�S�W�L�Y�H�����>�W�R�@���V�K�D�N�H���H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���X�S�«���/�H�W�¶�V���E�H��
�W�K�R�X�J�K�W�I�X�O���D�Q�G���W�U�\���W�R���¿�J�X�U�H���R�X�W���Z�K�D�W���D�U�H���Z�H���E�H�L�Q�J��
�W�R�O�G���W�R���G�R���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�L�V�«�´
	
	 “I would [also] point to this story that 
the writer G.K. Chesterton tells. He points 
to two characters. He calls them Hudge and 
�*�X�G�J�H�����+�X�G�J�H���U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�V���E�L�J���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�����«�W�K�H��
�E�L�J���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�S�H�U�V�R�Q���W�K�L�Q�N�V���W�K�H�\���F�D�Q���V�R�O�Y�H���D�O�O���W�K�H��
�Z�R�U�O�G�¶�V���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V�«���E�\���E�L�J���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�����:�H���Q�H�H�G��
�I�R�R�G�����«�V�K�H�O�W�H�U�����D�Q�G���«�F�O�R�W�K�L�Q�J�����V�R���Z�H�¶�U�H���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R��
�K�D�Y�H���E�L�J���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���V�R�O�Y�H���D�O�O���W�K�H�V�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V�����*�X�G�J�H��
�V�D�\�V�«���W�K�D�W�¶�V���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���P�D�N�H���W�K�L�Q�J�V���Z�R�U�V�H�����:�H���Q�H�H�G��
�E�L�J���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�����+�H�U�H�¶�V���Z�K�D�W���&�K�H�V�W�H�U�W�R�Q���V�D�\�V�����L�I��
you look closely, they’re almost always in league 
with each other. Big business turns to big 

years old, I went to London, to Lisbon, to Spain, 
to Morocco, and so on. My sisters went on trips 
�Z�L�W�K���J�U�D�Q�G�S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���>�W�R�R�@�����:�K�H�Q���,���Z�D�V���V�H�Y�H�Q�W�H�H�Q��
�\�H�D�U�V���R�O�G�����P�\���J�U�D�Q�G�S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���W�R�R�N���X�V���D�O�O���±���P�\���P�R�P��
�D�Q�G���G�D�G�����P�\���V�L�E�O�L�Q�J�V�����W�K�H���Z�K�R�O�H���J�U�R�X�S���±�«���W�R��
�-�H�U�X�V�D�O�H�P�����:�H���Z�H�Q�W���R�Q���D���W�U�L�S���W�K�D�W���Z�D�V���F�D�O�O�H�G�«��
Easter in the Holy Land and Paul’s Missionary 
�7�U�L�S�V�«���2�Q���+�R�O�\���7�K�X�U�V�G�D�\�����,���Z�D�V���L�Q���W�K�H���J�D�U�G�H�Q���R�I��
Gethsemane; on Good Friday, we carried the cross 
�L�Q���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���S�O�D�F�H�V���Z�K�H�U�H���-�H�V�X�V���Z�H�Q�W�����2�Q���(�D�V�W�H�U��
�6�X�Q�G�D�\�����,���Z�D�V���U�L�J�K�W���W�K�H�U�H���D�W���W�K�H���W�R�P�E�����1�R�Z���H�Y�H�U�\��
�\�H�D�U���R�I���P�\���O�L�I�H�����,���V�H�H���W�K�R�V�H���S�O�D�F�H�V���D�J�D�L�Q�«���,���Z�H�Q�W��
�W�R���W�K�H���S�O�D�F�H�V���Z�K�H�U�H���6�W�����3�D�X�O���Z�H�Q�W���W�R�«���(�Y�H�U�\���W�L�P�H��
I hear Corinthians now, I think of [Corinth]. I went 
to where St. Paul [and] St. Peter went in Rome. 
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�R�X�W�V�L�G�H���R�I���I�D�P�L�O�\�����F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\�����S�U�R�S�H�U���F�L�Y�L�O���V�R�F�L�H�W�\����
�<�R�X���Z�R�Q�¶�W���J�H�W���K�H�D�O�W�K�\���L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���L�I���W�K�H�\�¶�U�H���M�X�V�W���D�Q��
�L�V�O�D�Q�G���R�I�I���E�\���W�K�H�P�V�H�O�Y�H�V���´

 and ‘let’s decide.’ So, there is a little bit of a 
�F�R�X�Q�W�H�U�L�Q�W�X�L�W�L�Y�H���Q�D�W�X�U�H���W�R���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�V���E�H�F�D�X�V�H��
�Z�H���K�D�Y�H���W�R���I�D�O�O���E�D�F�N���D�Q�G���J�R���Z�D�L�W�����«���W�K�L�V���L�V���D��
�Y�H�U�\���O�D�U�J�H�����F�R�P�S�O�H�[���H�F�R�Q�R�P�\���Z�L�W�K���W�R�R���P�X�F�K��
�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���F�H�Q�W�U�D�O���S�O�D�Q�Q�H�U���W�R���J�U�D�V�S�«��
That’s where the humility comes in; the central 
�S�O�D�Q�Q�H�U���G�R�H�V�Q�¶�W���K�D�Y�H���W�K�H���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���W�K�H���Z�D�\��
�W�K�D�W���,���G�R���D�E�R�X�W���P�\���K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G���R�U�«���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�«��
�7�K�D�W�¶�V���Z�K�H�U�H���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���W�R�«���J�H�W���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���D�E�V�W�U�D�F�W��
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Was Jesus a Socialist?

Transcribed by: Ambrose Shaltanis, Senior Editor

	 “You are probably expecting me to 
�V�D�\���µ�\�H�V�¶���R�U���µ�Q�R�¶���G�H�¿�Q�L�W�L�Y�H�O�\�����S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\���Q�R�����D�Q�G��
probably expecting me to say He was just the 
opposite: a capitalist. But in fact, I want to begin 
by saying “I don’t think it’s fair to call Him either 
�D���V�R�F�L�D�O�L�V�W���R�U���D���F�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�V�W���´���D�Q�G���W�K�H���U�H�D�V�R�Q���I�R�U���W�K�D�W��
is to do so would limit Him to about a fraction 
of who He was and why He came and what His 
�P�H�V�V�D�J�H���Z�D�V���´���/�D�U�U�\���5�H�H�G���R�S�H�Q�V���K�L�V���V�H�J�P�H�Q�W�H�G��
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�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���V�W�R�S�S�H�G���V�X�E�V�L�G�L�]�L�Q�J���Z�K�H�D�W�����D�Q�G���L�I��
you’re right, and all the wheat farmers go out of 
business, what do you think would happen to the 
�S�U�L�F�H���R�I���Z�K�H�D�W�"�¶���$�Q�G���H�Y�H�U�\�E�R�G�\���V�H�Q�V�H�G���W�K�D�W���L�W��
would go through the roof. So, I said, ‘There is a 
price of wheat, I don’t know what it is, but there 
is a price where I would drop what I’m doing and 
start growing.’ That is the market’s way of saying 
that price is what dictates direction, not dictates of 
�S�R�O�L�W�L�F�L�D�Q�V�����E�X�W���S�U�L�F�H���´
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in it when you pawned off the responsibility of 
helping the poor to politicians.’ There is a lot of 
misunderstanding about His sympathy to the poor, 
He wanted to see that from you, from your free 
�F�K�R�L�F�H���´

	 Socialists think that when Jesus chased 
the money changers from the temple, He was 
being anti-capitalistic. Reed swiftly counters this 
�F�O�D�L�P���E�\���V�K�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���-�H�V�X�V���Q�H�Y�H�U���W�X�U�Q�H�G���S�H�R�S�O�H��
�R�X�W���R�I���W�K�H���P�D�U�N�H�W�����(�Y�H�Q���W�K�R�X�J�K���Z�H���K�D�Y�H���U�H�D�V�R�Q��
�W�R���E�H�O�L�H�Y�H���W�K�H���P�R�Q�H�\���F�K�D�Q�J�H�U�V���Z�H�U�H���F�R�P�P�L�W�W�L�Q�J��
fraud in Mark chapter 11, the primary offense 
is the location and time. Reed likens the money 
changers’ actions to that of someone playing 
the kazoo at a funeral. It doesn’t matter how 
phenomenal of a player he is; a funeral is not the 
right place or time for the kazoo. Jesus threw them 
out of the house of God because of the extenuating 
circumstances surrounding their dishonesty. He is 
not making a socialist statement in His actions.

	 Reed again emphasizes the point made 
earlier with the rich young ruler when he correctly 
�T�X�R�W�H�V�������7�L�P�R�W�K�\���������������Z�K�L�F�K���V�D�\�V���³�7�K�H���O�R�Y�H��
�R�I���P�R�Q�H�\���L�V���W�K�H���U�R�R�W���R�I���D�O�O���H�Y�L�O���´���Q�R�W���W�K�D�W���P�R�Q�H�\��
�L�W�V�H�O�I���L�V���W�K�H���U�R�R�W���R�I���D�O�O���H�Y�L�O�����7�K�H���S�D�V�V�D�J�H���L�V���D��
�F�R�P�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\���R�Q���K�D�Y�L�Q�J���R�Q�H�¶�V���D�I�I�D�L�U�V���L�Q���R�U�G�H�U�����,�W���L�V��
not an exhortation for one to abolish all material 
possessions, but for one to “Keep their eyes on the 
�S�U�L�]�H�´���D�V���K�H���V�D�\�V��
	
	 �7�K�L�V���O�H�D�G�V���W�R���K�L�V���¿�Q�D�O���6�F�U�L�S�W�X�U�H���S�D�V�V�D�J�H��
in the book of Acts, which describes when 
the disciples pooled together their money and 
possessions. While appearing socialistic at 
�¿�U�V�W���J�O�D�Q�F�H�����5�H�H�G���S�R�L�Q�W�V���R�X�W���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W��

differences in this scenario which keep it wholly 
separate from the desires of those wishing to 
�L�P�S�R�V�H���D���V�R�F�L�D�O�L�V�W���V�W�D�W�H�����7�K�H���¿�U�V�W���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H��
harkens back to his primary key word that 
�G�H�¿�Q�H�V���V�R�F�L�D�O�L�V�P�����7�K�H���G�L�V�F�L�S�O�H�V���W�R�R�N���W�K�H�L�U���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V��
�Y�R�O�X�Q�W�D�U�L�O�\�����D�S�D�U�W���I�U�R�P���F�R�H�U�F�L�R�Q���E�\���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���R�U���E�\��
use of force. This action was not commanded by 
Christ, nor by the state. Reed compares this to the 
pilgrims pooling their wealth at Plymouth, citing 
�*�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U���%�U�D�G�I�R�U�G���Z�K�R���U�H�P�R�Y�H�G���W�K�H���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H��
�D�I�W�H�U���D���I�H�Z���\�H�D�U�V���G�X�H���W�R���L�W�V���L�Q�H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�\�����:�K�L�O�H���W�K�H��
�S�R�R�O�L�Q�J���R�I���Z�H�D�O�W�K���P�D�\���E�H���H�I�¿�F�D�F�L�R�X�V���L�Q���F�H�U�W�D�L�Q��
�V�W�D�W�H�V���R�I���D�I�I�D�L�U�V�����L�W���L�V���Q�R�W���L�Q���H�Y�H�U�\���F�D�V�H�����Q�R�U���L�V���L�W��
commanded or intended to be.

	 �5�H�H�G���F�O�R�V�H�V���K�L�V���V�S�H�H�F�K���Z�L�W�K���R�Q�H���¿�Q�D�O��
�W�K�R�X�J�K�W�����V�D�\�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���L�W���L�V���Y�H�U�\���G�L�I�¿�F�X�O�W���I�R�U���K�L�P��
to imagine Jesus endorsing an economic system 
with the track record of socialism. Capitalism has 
�S�U�R�Y�H�Q���W�R���V�R�O�Y�H���P�R�U�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V���L�Q���F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���W�K�D�Q��
�V�R�F�L�D�O�L�V�P�����E�H�H�Q���P�R�U�H���E�H�Q�H�¿�F�L�D�O���W�R���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�V��
and created more prosperity for those in need. His 
last words are these: “Was Jesus a socialist? No. 
Was He a capitalist? No. Was he sympathetic to 
the ethics of one system or another? I would say 
�G�H�F�L�V�L�Y�H�O�\���\�H�V�����D�Q�G���L�W�¶�V���Q�R�W���V�R�F�L�D�O�L�V�P���´
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	 Capitalism has done more—market-
based, entrepreneurial, not empirical, not crony 
capitalism, but true capitalism. The entrepreneurial 
spirit. It’s one of the things, one of the proudest 
�P�R�P�H�Q�W�V���,���K�D�Y�H���R�I���P�\���V�R�Q���0�D�W�W�����Z�K�R���R�Z�Q�V���D��
�V�P�D�O�O���O�L�W�W�O�H���G�L�J�L�W�D�O���P�D�U�N�H�W�L�Q�J���¿�U�P�����V�H�O�O�V���M�X�V�W���V�R�X�W�K��
�R�I���G�R�Z�Q�W�R�Z�Q���D�W���W�K�H���H�G�J�H���R�I���W�K�H�����U�G���D�Q�G�����W�K���Z�D�U�G����
was last year. He and I we chat a little bit about his 
business, and he was concerned about recession 
�F�R�P�L�Q�J���K�H���V�D�L�G�����³�,���J�R�W���¿�I�W�H�H�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�K�R�V�H��
�I�D�P�L�O�L�H�V���G�H�S�H�Q�G���R�Q���X�V���´���$�Q�G���,���W�K�R�X�J�K�W�����³�0�D�Q����
�\�R�X�¶�Y�H���E�H�F�R�P�H���D���V�P�D�O�O���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�P�D�Q���´���%�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�W�¶�V��
not about how much money you made, it’s about 
�V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�����>�«�@

	 Look at the change, so from the time 
�5�R�Q�D�O�G���5�H�D�J�D�Q���W�R�R�N���R�I�¿�F�H�����H�D�U�O�\�����������V�����D�W���O�H�D�V�W��
according to one of the studies, about 42 percent 
�R�I���D�O�O���W�K�H���S�H�R�S�O�H���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���O�L�Y�H�G���L�Q���H�[�W�U�H�P�H��
�S�R�Y�H�U�W�\�����%�\���W�K�H���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���R�I���W�K�H�������V�W���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���W�K�D�W��
had dropped down to about 10 percent. That’s still 
�W�R�R���K�L�J�K�����H�Y�H�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���G�U�R�S���V�L�Q�F�H�����D�Q�G���R�E�Y�L�R�X�V�O�\��
�W�K�H���S�U�R�E�O�H�P�V���R�I���&�2�9�,�'���D�Q�G���W�K�H���S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���D�Q�G��
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Scott Walker, Erik Ankerberg, Scott Niederjohn (Photographer Sarah Rutter)
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