


WELCOME!
All of us at Concordia feel privileged and proud to be part of your life story, 



GRADUATE COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES 
CLASS OF 2024

Friday, May 3rd, 2024

The Pre-Service Music 
Please Stand

The Processional “Pomp and Circumstance Military March” Opus 39, No.1  
Edward Elgar

[Gentlemen please remove caps now and throughout the Service]

The Invocation

The Psalmody Psalm 98

P : Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things;
C : his right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.
P : The Lord has made his salvation known
C : and revealed his righteousness to the nations.
P : He has remembered his love and his faithfulness to the house of Israel;
C : all the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
P : Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth,
C : burst into jubilant song with music;
P : make music to the Lord with the harp,
C : with the harp and the sound of singing,
P : with trumpets and the blast of the horn - 
C : shout for joy before the Lord, the King.
P : Let the sea resound, and all that is in it,
C : the world and all who live in it.
P : Let the rivers clap their hands,
C : let the mountains sing together for joy;
P : let them sing before the Lord,
C : for he comes to judge the earth.
P : He will judge the world in righteousness
C : and the peoples with equity.
All : Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning,  
 is now and will be forever.  Amen.

The Hymn of Praise “The Church’s One Foundation”  
 Lutheran Service Book (LSB) 644
 

1. The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord; 
She is His new creation by water and the word. 
From heav’n He came and sought her to be His holy bride; 
With his own blood He bought her, and for her life He died.
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2. Elect from ev’ry nation, yet one o’er all the earth; 
Her charter of salvation: one Lord, one faith, one birth. 
One holy Name she blesses, partakes one holy food, 
And to one hope she presses with ev’ry grace endued.

3. Yet she on earth has union with God, the Three in One, 
And mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won. 
O blessed heav’nly chorus!  Lord, save us by Your grace 
That we, like saints before us, may see You face to face. 



The Collect for New Ventures

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Benediction
[Gentlemen put on their caps for the Recessional of faculty and o�cials.  

Students will NOT recess, but are free to meet with family and friends AFTER  
the recessional passes by them and out of the Field House.]

The Recessional “Sine Nomine” 
 Ralph Vaughan Williams

ASSISTING WITH TODAY’S SERVICE

Chief of Staff/VP for Innovation Professor Steven P. Taylor, EdD

The Commencement Speaker     Martin J. Schreiber, JD 
     Former Governor of Wisconsin

The Student Speaker  Ms. Amanda Hudson 
Master of Social Work 

Social Work 
Hayward, WI

The Vice President for Academics Professor Leah M. Dvorak, PhD

The Campus Pastor Rev. Steven N. Smith, STM

The Marshals Professor Jon Barnett, PhD 
Professor Elizabeth Eernisse, PhD 

Professor Susan Mobley, PhD 
Professor Van Mobley, PhD 

Professor Aaron Moldenhauer, PhD 
Professor Kim Sesing, AuD 

Professor Michael Uden, PhD 
Professor Jeffrey Walz, PhD

The Concordia Chamber Orchestra Professor Louis A. Menchaca, PhD 
Director
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Tanya Danforth 
Management

Andrew Doepp 
Strategic Management

Aurora Douglas 
Meerdink 
Health Care Administration

Isabel Downs 
Innovation & Entrepreneurship
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Christopher Harmsen 
Individualized Educational 
Studies

McKenzie Heim 
Professional Counseling

Alyssa Hickmann 
Speech-Language Pathology

Sophia Hoelz 
Professional Counseling

Trent Hopkins 
Teaching & Learning

Jaya Sai Krishn Ineni 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Mohammed Muddas Inu 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Mackenzie Irwin 
Speech-Language Pathology

Sajid Iqbal Ishaq 
Mohammed 
Computer Science Information 
Systems

Matthew Jeffords 
Professional Counseling

Aliza Jens 
Professional Counseling

Thomas Jonas 
Administrator Principal

Mohammed Shakeb 
Junaidi 
Computer Science Information 
Systems

Sufiyan Junaidi 
Computer Science Information 
Systems

Olivia Kamps 
Speech-Language Pathology

Naga Sai Babu Kancheti 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Satish Kumar Karnam 
Computer Science Information 
Systems

Allison Karolewicz 
School Counseling

Sindhu Priya Katakam 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Sai Charan 
Katheragandla 
Computer Science Information 
Systems

Bahadur Khan 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Kaitlin Knepper 
Counseling Foundations

Mackenzie Knoten 
Speech-Language Pathology

Joshua Koeller 
Administrator Principal

Naga Sai Krishna Kola 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Shelby Koll 
Literacy

Balaprasad Konda 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Sai Ram Murthy Kotturi 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Vineeth Kumar Kova 
Computer Science Information 
Systems

Cassidy Kramp 
Speech-Language Pathology

Andrew Krautkramer 
Teaching & Learning 
Secondary

Amber Krueger 
Special Education Cross 
Categorical

Bharath Avinash Reddy 
Kunduru 
Computer Science Information 
Systems

Charitha Vikranth 
Reddy Kunduru 
Computer Science Information 
Systems

Claire Laliberte 
Individualized Educational 
Studies Secondary English

Kendra Lamal 
Teaching & Learning

Laura Lammert 
Educational Administration

Hannah Lange 
Speech-Language Pathology

Ian Larson 
Teaching & Learning 
Elementary

Alisa Lewis 
School Counseling

Lauren Linn 
School Counseling

Terrance Lofton 
Administrator Principal

Jennifer Lund 
Literacy

Mahmood Ur Rahman 
Maaz Mohammed 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Leela Krishna 
Maddukuri 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Kristen Maes Beattie 
Special Education Early 
Education

Jessica Maike 
Literacy

Margaret Majewski 
Speech-Language Pathology

Edna Maldonado 
Teaching & Learning ESL 
Bilingual

Yukthidhar Reddy 
Mamilla 
Computer Science Information 
Systems

Joey Martin 
Administrator Principal

Brittany Masak 
Professional Counseling

Christine Mastrocola 
Special Education Cross 
Categorical

Candice Mattie 
Educational Administration

Bhargavi Medapureddi 
Computer Science Information 
Systems

Alaina Meidl 
Teaching & Learning 
Elementary

Disney Sandeep 
Mekapotula 
Computer Science Information 
Systems

Theresa Meyer 
Administrator Principal

Pavankumar Reddy 
Midivelapu 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Lisa Miles 
Professional Counseling

Kelly Mitchell 
Speech-Language Pathology

Pradeep Mittapeally 
Computer Science Information 
Systems

Abdul Haque 
Mohammed 
Computer Science Information 
Systems

Aqeel Uddin 
Mohammed 
Computer Science Information 
Systems

Furqaan Asim Naseer 
Mohammed 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Kashef Ahmed 
Mohammed 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Khaja Ishaq Mohammed 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Mustafa Mohammed 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Rameez Ahamed 
Mohammed 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Yousuf Shafeeq 
Mohammed 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Ajmal Mohioddin 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Ashley Moldenhauer 
Educational Administration 
Director of Instruction

Prathap Reddy Mucha 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Aravind Reddy Mudela 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Nitheesh kumar Mundru 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Dileep Kumar Muppalla 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering



10 11

Angela Nagle 
Cross Categorical Special 
Education

Nikitha Nalli 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Leah Nass 
Professional Counseling

Xavier Nazario Diaz 
Individualized Educational 
Studies Elementary Education

Sai Shashank Nellutla 
Computer Science Information 
Systems

Natalie Nelson 
Teaching & Learning 
Elementary

Vyshnavi Oguri 
Computer Science Information 
Systems

Abby Oettinger 
Professional Counseling

Lindsey Olson 
Administrator Principal

Vaishnavi Palla Manik 
Rao 
Computer Science Information 
Systems

Nagalakshmi Panga 
Computer Science Information 
Systems

Karen Papador 
Educational Administration

Manikanta Papasani 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Venkata Sri Krishna 
Vamsi Papolu 
Computer Science Information 
Systems

Jumana Parveen 
Computer Science Information 
Systems

Shiva Sai Deepthi 
Pasupuleti 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Tejaswi Paturi 
Computer Science Information 
Systems

Sofia Peppel 
Teaching & Learning 
Elementary

Venkat Sandeep Pilla 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Ally Polich 
Teaching & Learning 
Elementary

Pavan Kumar Polisetty 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Keerthi Pothagani 
Computer Science Information 
Systems

Dileep reddy Pothula 
Computer Science Information 
Systems

Ruthvik Sriharsha 
Ramisetty 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Karina Rauenhorst 
Instructional Leadership

Jyothi Prathyusha 
Reddy 
Computer Science Information 
Systems

Ian Reim 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Kallia Reske 
Speech-Language Pathology

Bonnie Riechers 
School Counseling

Amy Rossmann 
Literacy

Anne Ruby 
Teaching & Learning 
Elementary

Sahithi Moukthi Rudra 
Raju 
Computer Science Information 
Systems

Rajshekar Reddy Saama 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Nikitha Samala 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Madhuri Sarikonda 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Monica Scheftgen 
Professional Counseling

Morgan Schlitz 
Professional Counseling

Sarah Schoenfeld 
School Counseling

Anna Scholz 
School Counseling

Kelly Schultz 
Educational Administration

Jacob Schwark 
Teaching & Learning

Shadaan Shadaan 
Computer Science Information 
Systems

Shahwar Shaista 
Computer Science Information 
Systems

Gerek Simonis 
Natural Product Science 
Nutraceutical

Surender Reddy 
Singireddy 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

William Skalecki 
Professional Counseling

Loreal Smith 
Administrator Principal

Megan Stansbury 
Literacy

Carolyn Stoughton 
Educational Administration 
Director of Instruction

Mackenzie Straub 
Literacy

Aidan Stumpf 
Speech-Language Pathology

Madison Stumpf 
Speech-Language Pathology

Himakumari Sukasi 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Sandeep Surapaneni 
Computer Science Information 
Systems

Asif Ali Syed 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Mudassar Ali Syed 
Computer Science Business 
Data

Mujtaba Syed 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Ozair Syed 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Kailee Terracina 
Speech-Language Pathology

Sumanth Reddy 
Thanimiddi 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering

Venu Gopal Vangari 
Computer Science Information 
Systems

Pawan Varanasi 
Computer Science Software 
Engineering
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Master of 
Science In 
Leadership
Rodney Boldt 
Leadership

Carli Bostedt 
Leadership

Kathryn Buechel 
Leadership

Jason Fields 
Leadership

Shannon Hill 
Leadership

Jacob Jurss 
Leadership

Karyn Lemanczyk 
Leadership

Debra Pokel 
Leadership

Master of 
Science In 
Nursing
Naema Ahmad 
Family Nurse Practitioner

Richard Banczak 
Family Nurse Practitioner

Jamie Lee Borkowski 
Adult/Gerontology Primary 
Care Nurse Practitioner

Master of 
Science in 
Physician 
Assistant 
Studies
Westin Knigge 
Physician Assistant

Memoona Mian 
Physician Assistant

Master of 
Science in 
Athletic 
Training
Elizabeth Belinsky 
Athletic Training

Colleen Gilligan 
Athletic Training

Caleb Horvath 
Athletic Training

Konnor Kingsmore 
Athletic Training

Kailey Lewis 
Athletic Training

Karri Muehlbauer 
Athletic Training

Daniel Nelson 
Athletic Training

Skylar Rapp 
Athletic Training

Jordyn Schmidt 
Athletic Training

Matthew Sierzega 
Athletic Training

Kristen Borski 
Family Nurse Practitioner

Carrie Brilowski





2. Elect from ev’ry nation, yet one o’er all the earth; 
Her charter of salvation: one Lord, one faith, one birth. 
One holy Name she blesses, partakes one holy food, 
And to one hope she presses with ev’ry grace endued.
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3. Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, 
Son of God and Son of Man! 
Glory and honor, Praise, adoration, 
Now and forevermore be Thine!
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THE CANDIDATES FOR UNDERGRADUATE DEGREES 
MAY 2024

Graduation Honors
An undergraduate candidate who achieves a cumulative grade point average of 3.90 or better 
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Patrick Will* 
Business Management

Tiffany Williams 
Business Management

Jessica Witte*** 
Business Management

Vanessa Wolf 
Interior Architecture & Design

Ridge Wood 
Construction & Trades 
Management

Trent Wright 
Business Management

Pa Yang 
Human Resource Management

Anessa Yim* 
Elementary Education

Joselyn Zweifel 
Individualized Education 
Studies

Bachelor of 
Science
Abdi Adan 
Sport & Entertainment 
Business

Cole Aguirre 
Sports Medicine

Michael Aikins 
Sports Medicine

Sydney Altergott 
Diagnostic Medical 
Sonography

Nathan Amerman* 
Actuarial Science

Kylee Anderson 
Marketing

Sterling Armstrong*  
General Business

Elizabeth Arnold* 
Biomedical Sciences

Sarita Arsham 
Biology

Mckenna Augustine* 
Communication Sciences & 
Disorders

Fraser Bain 
Biomedical Sciences

Kylee Barrett 
Diagnostic Medical 
Sonography

Nathan Bilan* 
Health Care Management

Miles Blazei 
General Business

Nathaniel Bloxdorf*  
Marketing

Jackson Bowen 
General Business

Nicholas Bowlin 
Sport & Entertainment 
Business

Anastasia Brey 
Diagnostic Medical 
Sonography

Alexis Bridenhagen* 
Accounting

Paul Brock 
Exercise Physiology

Isaac Bruins* 
Marketing / Finance

Kelsey Brunner 
Sports Medicine

Justin Cabrera 
Business Communication

Nicole Cabuhat** 
Rehabilitation Science

Caleb Capstran*** 
Biomedical Sciences

Jacob Carlson** 
Business Communication

Sungwon Choi 
Computer Science Cyber 
Security

Kyle Christian 
Exercise Physiology

JoAnne Clifford 
Rehabilitation Science

Brittinie Colbert 
Sports Medicine

Carson Cook 
Marketing

Jacob Couillard  
Sports Medicine

Ivan Cuellar 
Accounting

Collin Derenne** 
Actuarial Science / Accounting

Emily DeRuyter** 
Rehabilitation Science

Grace Dierwechter* 
Biomedical Sciences

Tevin Dillon 
General Business

Nadia Dries 
Radiologic Technology

Emma Druckmiller** 
Justice & Public Policy

Caleb Duren*** 
Environmental Science 
Ecology

Andrew Ellingham***  
Actuarial Science / Finance

Tyler Ellingson 
Management

Madelyn Erdmann 
Pharmaceutical Sciences

Rachel Escarsega* 
Rehabilitation Science

Callie Estes* 
Rehabilitation Science

Dominic Falcone* 
Finance

Sydney Farber* 
Justice & Public Policy

Caelan Farris 
Communication Sciences & 
Disorders

Christina Foeger* 
Health Care Management

John Frangella 
Marketing

Jacob Fuson 
Exercise Physiology

Naomi Gahan*** 
Accounting

Korhyn Geary 
Rehabilitation Science

Colleen Gilligan*  
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Danielle Kerr*  
Rehabilitation Science

Kodee Keys 
Computer Science Cyber 
Security

Yushin Kim*** 
Biochemistry

Konnor Kingsmore  
Sports Medicine

Nicholas Klein 
Exercise Physiology

Nicholas Klemm***  
Business Analytics & 
Organizational Performance

Holly Klomhaus* 
Entrepreneurship

Ryan Klug**  
Sport & Entertainment 
Business

Connor Knott 
Marketing / Economics

Kalyssa Knuppel 
Marketing

Carley Kogutkiewicz 
Pharmaceutical Sciences

Haleigh Komprood 
Public Relations

Connor Krauseneck**  
Management

Kylie Kronstedt*** 
Biology

Gracie Krueger* 
Accounting
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Madeline  
Taubenheim***  
Marketing
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THE CHAPEL OF CHRIST TRIUMPHANT
BACCALAUREATE SERVICE

Saturday, May 4th, 2024

In Every Way, God’s Path • Proverbs 3:5-6

How is a Baccalaureate different from a graduation exercise?  Quite simply the graduation or 
commencement exercise celebrates the fact that a student has completed all the academic work 
required in order to earn a certain degree.  A baccalaureate service celebrates the calling of God in that 
person’s life into a specific vocation.  During our service today, the hymns and the Scripture readings 
celebrate the fact that God in His grace is calling these women and men into his service as Teachers, 
Directors of Church Ministries, Directors of Parish Music, and our Pre-Seminary students ultimately to 
serve as Pastors.  We also celebrate many students entering vocations that aren’t professional church 
vocations.  They are, however, all Christian vocations.  Our prayer of thanksgiving is that they joyfully 
heard God’s call in their life, confident that His plans for them are good plans. 

The Prelude
Please stand as the Processional begins

The Processional Hymn “Thy Strong Word” 
 Lutheran Service Book (LSB) 578

1. Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; At thy speaking it was done. 
For created light we thank thee, While thine ordered seasons run. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia!  Alleluia without end!

2. Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, Dark as night and deep as death, 
Broke the light of Thy salvation, Breathed thine own life-breathing breath. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!

3. Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; Bright with thine own holiness, 
Glorious now, we press toward glory, And our lives our hopes confess. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!

4.  From the cross Thy wisdom shining Breaketh forth in conqu’ring might; 
From the cross forever beameth All Thy bright redeeming light. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Praise to Thee who light dost send! 
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia without end!

5. Give us lips to sing Thy glory, Tongues Thy mercy to proclaim, 
Throats that shout the hope that fills us, Mouths to speak Thy holy name. 
Alleluia, alleluia! May the light which Thou dost send 
Fill our songs with alleluias, Alleluias without end! 
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6. God the Father, light-creator, To Thee laud and honor be. 
To Thee, Light of Light begotten, Praise be sung eternally. 
Holy Spirit, light-revealer, Glory, glory be to Thee. 
Mortals, angels, now and ever Praise the holy Trinity!

[Gentlemen please remove caps now and throughout the Service]

The Invocation

The Prayer

The Psalmody Psalm 126

P:  May God be gracious to us and bless us 
C:  and make his face shine upon us; 
P:   may your ways be made known on earth, 
C:  your salvation among all nations. 
P:  May the peoples praise you, O God; 
C:  may all the peoples praise you. 
P:  May the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
C:  for you rule the peoples justly and guide the nations of the earth. 
P:  May the peoples praise you, O God; 
C:  may all the peoples praise you. 
P:  Then the land will yield its harvest, 
C:  and God, our God, will bless us. 
P:  God will bless us, 
C:  and all the ends of the earth will fear him. 
All:  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning,  

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Please be seated

The Old Testament Reading [Theme verse] Proverbs 3:1-6

L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

The Choral Anthem “Through Many Dangers” 
 Gwyneth Walker 

Eleanor Horst, piano

The Epistle Reading [for the 5th Week of Easter] 1 John 4:1-11

L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Please stand

The Holy Gospel [for the 5th Week of Easter] John 15:1-8

L: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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The Canticle “We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God”  
LSB 941

        



3. We marvel how your saints become In hindrances more sure; 
Whose joyful virtues put to shame The casual way we wear your name, 
And by our faults obscure Your pow’r to cleanse and cure.

4. In what you give us, Lord, to do, Together or alone, 
In old routines or ventures new, May we not cease to look to You, 
The cross You hung upon, All you endeavored done.

The Special Presentations

The Presentation of Lutheran Teaching Diplomas Professor James Juergensen, PhD 
Director of Lutheran Teacher Placement

 Professor Brad Alles, EdD 
Associate Professor of Education

The Presentation of Director of Church Ministries Certificates Rev. Daniel Paavola, PhD 
Professor of Theology

The Presentation of Director of Parish Music Certificates Professor J. Craig Sproat, DMA 
Director of Parish Music Program

The Presentation of Classical Education Certificates Professor Angus Menuge, PhD 
Co-Director of Classical Education Program 

 Professor Susan Mobley, PhD 
Co-Director of Classical Education Program 

The Recognition of Students Completing the Pre-Seminary Program Rev. Jason Lane, ThD, MDiv 
Director of Pre-Seminary Program

The Presentation of Academic Awards Professor Leah Dvorak, PhD 
Vice President for Academics

The Presentation of Student Success Awards Professor Elizabeth Polzin, EdD 
Vice President for Student Success

Please stand

The Prayers
Included in our thanksgivings and petitions are prayers prepared by the following students in 
programs recognized in this service:   

  Lutheran Education – Payton Bickett

  Director of Church Ministries – Brittany Johnson

  Director of Parish Music – Eleanor Horst

  Pre-Seminary Program – William Harr

(At the conclusion of each petition the pastor will say “Lord, in Your mercy,”  to which the congregation 
will respond “Hear our prayer.”)
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BACCALAUREATE CANDIDATES

Lutheran Teacher Diploma
Early Childhood/Elementary Education 

Rachel Frerking Morgan Schnulle Abigail Van Rixel
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The Nightingale Nursing Award for superior achievement in nursing

Halli Schneiderwendt

The Northrup-Bartelt Music Award was established in memory of Hubert  
and Regina Northrup for students with unusual interest and talent in music

Luke Hahn

The Søren Kierkegaard Philosophy Award is given to a graduating  
Philosophy major with superior achievement in philosophical research

Mary Anna Mejchar & Ambrose Shaltanis

The Religion Award for superior achievement in religion

Grace Sugg

The Wilhelm Schickard Award for superior achievement in Computer Science

Annalise Gong

The Science Award for superior achievement in Life Sciences 
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ASSISTING WITH TODAY’S SERVICE

The Preacher         Rev. Dr. John Wille 
President, LCMS South WI District

The Liturgist       Rev. Steven N. Smith, STM 
Campus Pastor

The Lectors Professor Elizabeth A. Polzin, EdD 
                Vice President for Student Success

 Professor Leah M. Dvorak, PhD 
Vice President for Academics

 Professor Steven P. Taylor, EdD 
 Chief of Staff/Vice President for Innovation

The Organist      Professor J. Craig Sproat, DMA 
 Assistant Professor of Music

Kammerchor      Professor Alexa C. Doebele, DMA 
 Professor of Music, Director

Worship Assistants Members of Campus Ministry  

Faculty Marshals Professor Jon Barnett, PhD 
Professor Elizabeth Eernisse, PhD 

Professor Susan Mobley, PhD 
Professor Van Mobley, PhD 

Professor Aaron Moldenhauer, PhD 
Professor Kim Sesing, AuD 

Professor Michael Uden, PhD 
Professor Jeffrey Walz, PhD
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Academic Apparel
Caps and gowns have been in use in the United States since colonial times, but it was not until 1895 that 
an Intercollegiate code was prepared, regulating the design or pattern of the gowns and hoods and the 
colors and materials to be used.

The three types of gowns generally worn are made of black material. The bachelor’s gown has long, 
pointed sleeves; the master’s is made with a long, closed sleeve and a slit for the arm. The doctor’s gown 
has a full, round, open sleeve. It is faced with velvet and has three bars of velvet on each sleeve. The 
black mortarboard style cap is worn for all degrees, but only doctors or presidents of institutions may 
wear a gold tassel.

The hood is the most important and distinctive feature of the academic costume. It enables anyone to 
distinguish at a glance the various ranks and at the same time recognize the university which has given 
the degree.

The doctor’s hood, of black cloth matching the gown, is four feet in length and made with a wide panel. 
The master’s and bachelor’s hoods are three and one-half and three feet in length, respectively. The 
hoods for all the degrees are lined with silk in the official academic color or colors of the institution 
which has conferred the degree. The colors are not necessarily the same as the school’s athletic colors, 
although in many cases they are. Many schools that use the same colors distinguish themselves by 
using different shades of that color. Where there is more than one official color, the chevron is used. 
Concordia’s colors are blue and white, so hoods will include those colors as well as the color of the major.

The binding or trim of all the hoods is velvet; two, three, and five inches wide for the bachelor’s, master’s, 
doctor’s degrees respectively. The color of this velvet trim indicates the department of learning or 
faculty to which the degree pertains.

Commencement Symbols
The mace served as a war club in medieval times, and later came to represent the protection and 
preservation of knowledge as universities explored ideas within and across many disciplines. CUW’s 
mace displays our four core values and the University seal. At CUW, we typically entrust the mace with 
the faculty chair, although at many institutions it is carried by the senior faculty member who represents 
the authority of the faculty to approve the granting of degrees.

Finally, the academic banners represent CUW’s six schools: Arts and Sciences, Business Administration, 
Education, Health Professions, Nursing and Pharmacy. Each banner is carried by a faculty member or a 
student from that school.

Ceremony Information
Photography: Empire Photography will be taking photos of your graduate several times today. If you’d 
like to snap a photo of your graduate, you are asked to remain in your seat while doing so. We ask that 
you do not occupy the aisles for any reason during the ceremony. Each graduate is photographed as 
they receive their diploma. Commencement is a once-in-a-lifetime moment so don’t miss out! If you 
have any questions, please email Empire Photography at customerservice@empirephotos.com.

Safe exit: Campus Safety is committed to ensuring the safety and security of our guests who will be 
leaving graduation and walking to their vehicles. The roadway in front of the Field House will be closed 
to vehicular traffic for one hour after graduation. Guests with limited mobility can be picked up on the 





THE UNIVERSITY
Concordia University Wisconsin is one of six colleges and universities in the Concordia University System, which 
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